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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — DIRECTOR GENERAL — 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION PATRON’S AWARD 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.08 pm]: It gives me great 
pleasure to report that the director general of the Department of Mines and Petroleum, Richard Sellers, has been 
honoured with the public sector’s most prestigious award in Western Australia. The Western Australia Institute 
of Public Administration Patron’s Award is the highest accolade in public administration in WA awarded each 
year to an individual who has made a significant contribution to the state. This great honour acknowledges 
Richard’s inspirational leadership. The award also highlights the significant innovative reforms he has fostered 
as director general of the Department of Mines and Petroleum during the past five years.  

Richard’s achievements include major improvements to approval systems, mine safety and the introduction of 
the mining rehabilitation fund, as well as many others too numerous to mention here. 

During the awards ceremony in June this year, Richard was described as a visionary who makes considered and 
complex decisions. I would like to support that statement and add that it is no coincidence that the 2013 
Fraser Institute report assessed Western Australia as the most attractive investment jurisdiction in the world. 
Richard has transformed the Department of Mines and Petroleum since he was appointed director general in 
June 2009. He came to the role with his trademark boundless enthusiasm and brought skills from a diverse 
background in the private and public sectors, ranging from education to the fishing industry and the resources 
sector. Richard’s insistence on consultation and transparency in decision making and his willingness to 
implement innovative business methods have guided DMP during the busiest growth period of Western 
Australia’s resources industry. 

I am very pleased that Richard has signed on to continue his fine work and was reappointed in December last 
year as director general of the Department of Mines and Petroleum for a further five years. 
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